e T

o R TR

“land of the red men.” =p
“uted to Phadma mbhava, elghth centu .
L ry Indlan sage. :

'homeland keep their cultiure intact?
A‘new exhibition at the Museum of *
Internatmnal Folk-Art; At Home'Away:

~ from Home: Tibetan Culture in Exile,”"’

- focuses on how the T1betan resettlement

~ community in Santa Fe i is attemptmg to
dojust that, -

- The exhibition, wh1ch opened Sunday,

was highlighted by-an opening ritual to -
inaugurate the creation of an intricate
kalachakra sand mandala (Wheel, of

Tune) :
The venerable Lobsang Samten and
. his -assistant, Thupten" Chonyi, both’of:-
. the Tibetan Buddhlst Center of Philadel
' phia,.sat cross-legged as they chanted’
~ prayers before a group 'of more than 150,
_silent observers. The two thenrose-and .
» began working on the mandala,” "
Choosing from bowls: filled with' dlf—
ferent colors of sand, they used errated .
".metal instruments- called chakpus, flll-
* ing them with the sand. *

By geitly: rapping the chakpu thh
-another mstrument ‘a steady .flow of -
\,sand is *created. - The -

How can a people exﬂed from the1r~

, instrument .

vxbrates and dependmg on the v1bratxon
d1ffer1ng amounts of sand flow slowly to -
fill in the pre-painted de51gn. From one
to five layers of sand are: apphed to dif-
ferent areas of the desxgn e

: The mandala, which means “circle” in ..
-Sanskrit, represents a flattened version
of the de1ty Kalachakra’s palace. Those ™.
initiated into.the Kalachakra .theology

*'believe that when the next world: ‘order:

replaces the current one, ‘all those initi-:

ated .will be reborn 1n Shambhala the
perfect kmgdom.,

v Both’ the des1gn.

meditation,
“It is the’ sanie meanmg always, so itis

: always the same design,” Samten. saidi.
- Samten, a former Buddhist monk, was’
: the first to demonstrate the art of sand- -
pamtmg mandalas in: the United States.
“He arrived.in 1988 and created a man-"
“dala in. New York City,. with -sand he .
transported in, sultcases frorn Indla. S

' steeped in meaning. Designs in. Txbetan
tantric Buddmsm are v1sual a1ds :for”

evis ‘It was very heavy,” Samten
"I decided I must, find sand in
“Since then he has’ helped create nume.

~ous’ mandalas.in’ c1t1es,_ throughout th

country e
- Exhibit curator F‘rank J. Korom saj
that ‘when ‘done for rel1g10us purpose
the’ mandala is completed in four ‘da
and then destroyed. When done in a se
:ular eontext; times: of ‘completion-var
This one w1ll be finished by. April 19,
“But it depends on the museum sche
ule » Samten said.: Smﬂmg broadly,
added “We take alot' of tea breaks.",
“{The mandala ‘will Temain ‘inside. tt
‘rhuseum until February, after which tt
. '8and w1ll be gathered and returned totl
Earth. : '
- When Chma took over leet in’ 195
the 14th - ‘Dalai Lama, the leader
leetan Buddhlsm, fled to India whes
“*he. set up:a’ government in"exile. Sinc
.that . time . nearly~all Jof Tibet's" 6 0t
monasterles have been destroyed

: See TIBETANS on PAGE
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otographer Kitty

Mo
"' died as a resultof the Chinese 0cCl-  Tihetan picni S ST e
Sl oteeiisk U SeOYE" " Tibetan picnic tent ‘and several = Leaken depicting
‘ pgporzl',_\r_apt% ,a_l‘l_?pglt 330’000 1}}:{3 In dozen paintings by youths aged 13 _in Mussoorie as well as life in Santa
1 % d'g ’WT% ,:%.g?-%}bnfsf 'f-?{?s ¥ﬂm . t6'21 who live'at the Tibetan Homes Fe’s Tibetan comimunity.. Videos on
| India; The U.S-Tibetan; tesed e Foundation in Mussootie, India:" -
. mentProgrambeganm1992,allqw- L e bty
' “1 " ing 1,000 refugees living in exile in,. The foundation was established in
“ §Indiaand Nepal to move to thie Unit:
' - ed States. The Tibetan populationin’ 2%
.  Santa Fe numbers about 100." 2 pre’
|~ Tibetans in exile hope'toreturnto’, *Ur S
their country: in freedom one day, .<The aintings -are- divided 'l
althouigh perhaps not in their ‘cur- - three thématic sections pertainin 1t &
ifetime;. Korom said. Most.of | to refugee life: leaving Tibét, politi- activitie
1 their efforts émpha e educating ', cal.impressions about conditions in': ‘For
1 . the young on all aspects of Tibetan' " Tibet; d\ reflection on images of .

lanned throtg
ilm ser]
rug-We
Cele

b | _ J are photographs
million Tibetans have .~a ,typical -Tibetan: living room, a by Santa Fe ph
life:at'the school :

: mandalas and painter Dorjee Gyalt- -
en will be shown continuously. ™.
pumberof related events are
&d, throtigh’July, including a “
's;"a Jecture.series and a,
ing workshop. March 15 is*
. ; Tibet Day at the museunt,
ith a variety of presentations and .




